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THE PHONAUTOGRAPH

a) Leon Scott de Martinvilleôs1857 phonautograph

b) A publicity photo showing Edison in 1878 with a slightly different machine

c) Leon Scott de Martinville

(Courtesy Smithsonian Institute) (Courtesy Wikipedia)a) b) (Courtesy the private collection of Roy Winkelman) c)
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THE INVENTION OF THE TINFOIL PHONOGRAPH

a) Edisonôs 1877 tinfoil phonograph

b) A publicity photo showing Edison in 1878 with a slightly different machine 

(Courtesy Glen Sage)

(Courtesy Rene Rondeau)

a)

b)
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1989: ACCIDENTAL INTRODUCTION TO TINFOIL PHONOGRAPHS 

THROUGH A 4thGRADE CLASS SPEECH ON ñINVENTIONSò IN THE 

GENERAL SENSE

The first picture I ever saw of a tinfoil phonograph at age 11éIT WAS LOVE AT FIRST SIGHT!

From the book Sound and Hearing, by S.S. Stevens and Fred Warshofsky, first ed., printed 1965



5

4

1989: MY VERY FIRST ATTEMPTéAT AGE 11

Illustrated example of the tinfoil phonograph that my father helped me build as drawn and 

written about on 8 August 1989 for my personal note book for school
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1990-2006: ILLUSTRATIONS THAT SPURNED ME ONé

1878 ïthe year the whole world went phonograph mad! Shown here is the machine known as the óMiracle of the 19th

Centuryò, ñthe Talking Wonderò, etc. Edisonôs newest and favourite invention featured in adverts and publications like 

ñHarperôs Weeklyò and included public demonstrations. 

(Courtesy Allan Koenigsberg)

(Courtesy Glen Sage)

(Courtesy René Rondeau)

(Courtesy René Rondeau)
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1990-2006: ILLUSTRATIONS THAT SPURNED ME ONé

Shown here are examples of trade cards, newspaper clippings and an advertising handbill 

about the ñmachine that talks!ò

(Courtesy Wikipedia)

(Courtesy René Rondeau)

Marie Hippolyte

Roze (the opera 

prima donna) is the 

woman often 

depicted in these 

trade cards as the 

one listening to a 

recording of herself 

singing reproduced 

via ñtalking 
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